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Fri. N~ove;mbe'r- 9, ‘49, Bethesda

Dear Father,

This special communicat jon is necessary because Laurence ohn
has ust become the author of two whole words onthe blackboard, and
celebrations are going on all arcind in honor of the event. It 1ls,
of course, also Armistice Day, but at $208 Ylenweod there 1s no
®cubt as Lo what tle shout,in% is all aboub. I tocldhim how you spelli
the word “dog", and he up and wrote 1it, in neat letters. This mornilng,
agein, he.asked me how you spell the word "cat", and procseded to
write it in large thin letters. I remarked-that 1t wam a large, under=
nourished Tom cat, apparently, 8¢ he mads me another, small cat to
be the baby of the big daddy cat. Then at breskfast I proudly asked
him to tell his d.adgy what he wrote, and he replied unerringly, "I
wote the word cat, O% A- T. That's how you spell it, you see.” Hs
also remembered the spelling of dog, so there i1s no longer the slightest
doubt in the w rld that your grandson is a Remarkable Child.

We are having one of our @ riodic social whirls, which aiways
tend to bunch up instead € spreading out ewenly. Cn Wednesday we
were invited 1o the home of Mr. and Mrs. Al Gerberich, Mr. Gerberich
was in the Foreign Service for many years, but had to get a ob at
the Department when his wife developed heari trouble. He 1s now the
Golombian Desk Officer. He has a most womderful @llection of historle
eal, biblical, apd langwge books, part of which I saw. They made
m;tc mouth water. Not all ¢f them would I like to sit down and read
straight through, but many, many appealed to me as the kind of book
Igd like to take a nice long look at on a winter's evening. Euseblius,
Bede, Taciltus, Aux%vustine, the Saxon Chrdanicle, the Gothic Bible, the
Gospels of Wwcliffe and Tyndale, and many other books I've always
merely read about, or seen guotations fromy Mr. Gerberich used to
teach Gothie armd 01d High German , Middle English, and the llke., Fagse
einating sub ects! We were overly welll fed by Mrs. Gerberich, and
listened to a Mr. Locket tell of hils experiences as Chd®f of Mission
in Manila until the new Ambassador came. He has ust returned from
there, via England,

Lagst night we went to dinner at the home of Mr. Willard Barber,
who 18 Deputy Assistant Sec'y., of State for lLatin America, under Mr.
Ed Miller., He and his wife are distinguished smmugx by seiving no
hard liguor whatsoever, only sherry and wine before dinner, Ihey are
both very pleasant people. He also used to be in the Academic line,
teaching Ae rican Governement snd the like. We en oyed the cmver=
sation verymuch, andl really had a pleasant evenlngz. Tonlght we are
going over to our Caracas freindsthe Skardvedt's for dimmer, along
with the Mamms and the Kuhlmanns, also formerly of Caracas. We had
the Manns over here to dinner last Friday night, by the way, and had
a really pleasant i me of it, if it was our own party.

Re the diamond ring which I plamned to sendto anle, Willlam
pointed out very logieally that it wasn't mine to send; but his.
Ho came to the conclusion that anie has enough rings from her mother

and grandnother, and that we should keep thls onse, but give it to
licttle Barbara in case we have no daughter of bar own. 30 that is
how it is to be. I suggested Wiillam might have it made up into &

diamond stickpin for his tie, but he informed me theyazen't belng
worn this season. What a pity!
Ioye .

10f1 1949-11-09 4-146 LPK To JWC.Docx




